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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS: QUESTIONS REMAIN 

1 . WITH ONLY FIVE DAYS REMAINING UNTIL FEB 25 NATIONAL 

POPULAR ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, MEDIA CONCENTRATING ON LONG-WINDED, 
THEORETICAL ARTICLES ON ASSEMBLY’S PLACE IN SOCIALIST FIRMAMENT 
AND FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF DEPUTIES. IN 
COUNTRY SIDE, "CAMPAIGN OF EXPLANATION" SAID TO BE CONTINUING 
BUT NO DETAILS GIVEN. AS PREDICTED BY FLN SOURCE, THERE IS 
NO EVIDENCE OF CAMPAIGNING IN ALGIERS. 

2. TWO MAJOR QUESTIONS ABOUT NATURE OF NEW ASSEMBLY REMAIN 
UNANSWERED: 

A. FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME WORK: NOT CLEAR AT THIS 
JUNCTURE IF DEPUTIES WILL BE COMPELLED TO RESIGN THEIR 
CURRENT POSITION. PRESIDENCY OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ELECTIONS INDICATED TO VISITING AMERICAN JOURNALIST THAT 
DEPUTIES WOULD BE ABLE TO CONTINUE THEIR REGULAR JOBS. 

HOWEVER, ONE SENIOR OFFICIAL TOLD US HE WAS CERTAIN THAT MINISTERS 
AT LEAST WOULD BE ASKED TO RESIGN. 

B. SALARY: PRESIDENCY OFFICIAL JUST MENTIONED TOLD 
AMERICAN JOURNALIST THAT QUESTION OF WHETHER DEPUTIES 
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WOULD BE PAID SALARY NOT YET SETTLED. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH FOREGOING QUESTIONS OF MAJOR 
IMPORTANCE TO ASSEMBLY'S FUTURE PLACE IN SUN, ALL 
CONCERNED APPARENTLY CONTENT TO SORT THINGS OUT AFTER 
ELECTION HAS TAKEN PLACE. IF NOTHING ELSE, THIS IS GOOD 
INDICATION OF DEGREE OF CONTROL REGIME EXERCISES OVER 
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MINISTERS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF ELITE WHO ARE 

CANDIDATES AND WHOSE FUTURE DEPENDENT ON HOW RESIGNATION & SALARY QUE 
STIONS RESOLVED. 

DUNBAR 
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